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Free Retreat Offers Grandparents Raising Grandchildren 

Opportunity to Strengthen Marriage
(OKLAHOMA CITY) -  At 58.5 percent, Oklahoma ranked second nationally in the proportion of grandparent caregivers of grandchildren, according to 2003 census data. The data also shows that more than 67,000 children in the state are being raised by their grandparents. Oklahoma is reaching out to these grandparents who have taken on the responsibility of raising their grandchildren by providing them the opportunity to focus on strengthening their marriage during the Thriving Marriages Retreat on July 26 and 27 in Guthrie.
This special opportunity is funded by a federal grant from the Administration for Children and Families that was awarded to the Oklahoma Department of Human Services and its partners, the Oklahoma Marriage Initiative (OMI) and Oklahoma State University.  The all-expense-paid retreat will offer grandparents the chance to spend quality time together, renew their relationship with each other, learn about resources available to their family and meet other grandparents in similar situations.


“The free workshop is a perfect time for busy grandparents to reconnect and learn how to improve their marriages,” said Kendy Cox, the Oklahoma Marriage Initiative’s services director.  

Dynamic, expert Oklahoma Marriage Initiative workshop leaders will lead the weekend and instruct couples using the Prevention and Relationship Enhancement Program (PREP).  Participating couples will learn how to communicate more effectively, strengthen their commitments and learn skills to build a strong, healthy family while also having fun and meeting other couples.

The two-day retreat will be July 26 and 27 in historic Guthrie.  Check-in begins at 8 a.m. on Saturday, and the last session will end Sunday at 5 p.m.  Participants will be staying in area hotels.  Accommodations and meals are provided at no charge.  Additionally, there is limited funding to help with childcare expenses. 
The Oklahoma Marriage Initiative is a statewide, public-private partnership dedicated to strengthening families and marriages. It is widely recognized as the country’s first statewide program for creating and providing skills-based couple services. 

To register or for more information, call Kristen toll-free at 877-435-8033 or visit www.registernow123.org.  Advance registration is required and space is limited.  To learn more about the OMI, go to www.okmarriage.org.
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